9/16/70 



or Sylvia (sc ..ary), 



having made my share of bad judgements, trusted those unworthy of trust, 
baxrifendect those not friends, I had hope you'd by no? have made an independent 
evaluation of what ± cave considered possible with Paul. As I t old youp 1 hoveno 
of knowing whether want I've considered possible is real. I am aware t:iat some 



way 



might be wishful thinking, for that whole tb 
anything rational that explains it, not vast 



l is simple incredible, 
can credit. 



’■lot find 



sff 
hsd 
mo a 



Because I will soon be even more pressed for time end because 1 cannot, 
bri to punne you ana discuss this with you. I'll tell you the essence "of ntujt 
occur ied to me. Time is passing, if there is to be an effort to publish tost 
(thsnr.i for che address of Ph y a i cs T o d&y ) and it is to be answered. 



Because aside from the absence -f say thing that esn be exiled ’’.-cience' 
and because of tue lack of even simple logic in toet~piece, plus other things, ~I i 
immec lately wondered if Haul was bed. n pressured by the erroagsnt Alvarez, who is 
a fins - and a crook -and a great ego. It seemed tuot with Paul wo r kin/? for him 
■•■dth ois coctorate spending upon him, possibly his future, he could be~pressured 
as otherwise I’d consider aim incapable. 



Built into that awful thing was what destroys it, in several, very 
comprehensible areas. That end the note that could be taken -'s 3 warn ins t.net 
publication was intended snd it was assumed the cross would p ek it up, ~iu=df? me 
wander further if Paul, of whose intelligence I hove the highest opinion, vs.- giving 
us signals, particularly you and me. And it is a remarkably poor job, so entirely 
unlike him. 



I b -gen making separate inquiries immediately an.' the answers are not 
definitive. They neve also been few, on J from "uul only ’ si leu c „ {but I do kcc 
fro-a whan he had written me earlier end from others, fc-iat ha is and uas been 
unusually buoy with his regular work). So fsr, 1 have been able to met no single 
confirmation of this taeory and only signs of Paul's seriousness of intent. Ir. 
snort, 1 have been obis to develop no res son for crediting my own conjecture. I 
thus nova to consider it wrong unless and until I can get support for it. '•‘•'his, in 
turn, raises other questions in ray mind, as it cannot in yourj, for I have cad g 
relationship with Asul you have not, have trusted no one more then him, and uavs 
informed him of things x have not shared generally. The timing on this business is 
rafc.er remarkable. If it had bean calculated to break at o time when it would moot 
bene lit tne government, cue timing could not have been bettor, hi lo I -jr_ not 
saying it was so designed, I am saying two other things: this ir. tbs offset and to 
his knowledge it i? the effect, if I see no reason to conjecture further about this 
and certainly make no accusations, I also feel 1 cannot avoid mention of It to you. 



Aware as 1 am of my own errors in judgement -ana some he vo been so painful 
I’ll n ver forget them - I still cannot believe Paul is ni th°r i con -clous fink or 
had "sold out” or anything like that. Yet 1 cennot reconcile this with chs utter 
inSompetenea of sn&t ho has cone, end that incorr-atenee clone 5s sufficient- to racks 
me wonder if the paper is no more then the expression of an inquiring mini seekinsr 
balance. That business of the fifth floor is tne kind - f vista!® : sul could n ver 
ffiste, nor is the omission of Tsgue, nor ins belief t-Qet if the phot cams free. the 
rear and only from the roar it usd to have come fro law sixth- floor virdow --nf to 
have been fired from tost rifle, by Oswald s finger, which is exactly now this will 
be taken, and he had to know it. There are other lemmings in it. 




iiior; is zo -t; j tu'; X t sink no vox mors is needed and tno-ro 
If you bays any opinion - and in tin 3 absence of feet, we to ore to go 
welcome it as soon as you cm find time for it. I gave ’’ary alone^e 
sent -Paul (two weeks ago -mp" ? time for reepotose). She vor iiere end 
chance to discuss it. Siie toea not comma nte-2 sines, so 1 do net \nc “ 
think oi tue nasty and incomplete tmqly; is I did. 
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If I have not ^eard from Tsui is a week, wrhepe less, I will/writs 
Physics Today and ask for simultaneous space for the opposite ef.de. I v-ill -lo^er 
doing this for s feu days because I taint: this nil le thing con be utterly ruinous 
to foul, ritid t u-o t r would avoid if at all possible, locking proof of deliberate 
intent on his part to hurt us and whet to seek. 



On kne other hand, boo cues of the gross misuse that 
correct use is s sufficiently great disaster - I cannot delay 
Also, ■*■ to -vo to anticipate ev n loss time, than I nor cert find, 
it fast if I am. going to. I'd e spec la 11 y/lSSve 0 enough. tine for 
you, to go over anything I’d write. I think 1 have the essence 
dona. There are, undoubtedly, a fan things I’ve missed, snn so 



is inevitable -and 
t hi 3 it: dc ?i n i fcely . 

sc I'll have to do 
others i particularly 
in - iio t I’ve already 
ns a -vp eiafl t" mind. 



is' os from you, only one other 



r sn n 



seaT. rce a 



full of what can be 



sent tola, someone you do not know, ,It was a very bad thing, 

c*’ context if Alvarez is personally involved or if foul is as bad as 

;his paper, a have suggested to others with special course tences 
that they ask for copier and time to respond. - h: vo also acted teul for coni a? 

I can have my own scientific experts examine . a.e has no:, sunpliefl ttoam. -.is si? ones 



tassn cj> c r cone 
can be argued fro' 



ties be >n complete. I sugge st your response and mine may eeeaunt for this as much as 
his work obligations, for if this originated with aim, aside from the .gloom# ha will 
have to worry about what ae involved Alvarez in. 
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fit you know promptly. 





Sincerely 
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